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Greek Catholics; and the Turks, who loathed them, because they
were both Christians and Slavs.
If the energetic Lithuanian dynasty, which did so much for the
country during the Middle Ages, had survived, things might have
gone a great deal better, but in 1572 the Jagieilans died out and
upon the death of the last king the nobles, grown rich during the
many years of frontier fighting and the enjoyment of almost
despotic rights on their vast but isolated estates, succeeded in turn-
ing the country into an elective monarchy. That elective monarchy
lasted from 1572 until 1791, and when it was destroyed it had long
since degenerated into a very painful joke.
For the throne of Poland was simply sold to the highest bidder
and no questions asked. Frenchmen and Hungarians and Swedes
in turn were rulers of a kingdom which meant nothing to them
except as a possible source of graft and revenue. When these
monarchs omitted to surrender part of their spoils to their hench-
men, the Polish nobles did what their Irish friends had done a
thousand years before. They called in their neighbours to come
and help them ' get their rights/ Those neighbours, Prussia and
Russia and Austria, were only too happy to oblige, and Poland
ceased to exist as an independent nation.
In 1795, during the last of the three great divisions, Russia got
180,000 square miles with 6,000,000 people. Austria got 45,000
square miles with 3,700,000 people, and Prussia got 57,000 square
miles with 2,500,000 people. This hideous wrong was not undone
until one hundred and twenty-five years later. And then the Allies,
in their fear of Russia, went to another extreme. They not only
made the new Polish Republic much larger than it had any right
to be, but furthermore, in order to give Poland a direct outlet to
the sea, they established the so-called * Polish Corridor/ a strip of
land which runs from the old province of Posen to the Baltic Sea
and which cuts Prussia into two parts which now have no longer
any direct connexion with each other.
It takes no profound knowledge of either geography or history
to predict what will happen in connexion with this unfortunate
corridor. It will remain an object of hatred and distrust between
Germany and Poland until either country shall have grown strong